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The Ann Arbor Friends Meeting Newsletter is published monthly on the first Sunday of the month
by the Ann Arbor Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.
Sunday Meetings for Worship are in blended format (in-person and Zoom) with the Corner Room reserved for those
wishing to worship without presence of technology. 7:45 am worship on 3 rd Sundays is in-person only format.
Committee and group meetings, unless noted, are via Zoom (see https://annarborfriends.org/wp/changes).
SUNDAY MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP FEATURE FELLOWSHIP AT RISE OF MEETING.
* = See announcements further details

CALENDAR
Sunday, December 4 [1ST SUNDAY]
9:00 Meeting for Worship
11:00 Meeting for Worship
12:45 M&C: LEYM Query *
Wednesday, December 7
7:00 M&O: ‘Curious About Quakers?’. Meetingroom *
M&C: Reopening Committee
Thursday, December 8
6:30 Membership and Outreach
7:30 Quaker House Committee
Saturday, December 10
3:00 Sanctuary Committee Celebration. Fellowship
Room (in-person only) *

Sunday, December 25 [4TH SUNDAY]
Christmas Day!
9:00 Meeting for Worship
11:00 Meeting for Worship.
ADDITIONAL EVENTS & WORSHIP (VIA ZOOM)
Mondays
2:00 Meeting for Walking *
Tuesdaysa
10:00 Meeting for Worship
7:00 Justice Action Group (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
Fridays
7:00 Spiritual Formation (1st and 3rd Fridays)

Sunday, December 11 [2ND SUNDAY]
9:00 Meeting for Worship
11:00 Meeting for Worship
1:00 Committee on Ministry and Counsel
Sunday, December 18 [3RD SUNDAY]
9:00 Meeting for Worship
11:00 Meeting for Worship
2:00 Holiday Get-Together. *
Wednesday, December 21
7:00 M&O: ‘Curious About Quakers?’. Meetingroom *
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DONATIONS (Tax Deductible): Friends can donate to the Meeting at http://annarborfriends.org/wp/donate. You can
also contribute by depositing your contribution in the small contributions box on the wall next to the Meetingroom
door or by mailing a check: c/o Treasurer, Ann Arbor Friends Meeting, 1420 Hill St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104.
To subscribe to this newsletter or to send announcements, contact Rabindar Subbian, at comm-cood@annarborfriends.org .
[Announcement Deadlines: Weekly Handout (Thursday by 12 noon ET) | Monthly Newsletter (Thursday after 3rd Sunday of
the month by 12 noon ET).]

ANN ARBOR FRIENDS MEETING, 1420 HILL ST., ANN ARBOR, MI 48104 | 734-761-7435 | WWW.ANNARBORFRIENDS.ORG

APPEAL LETTER
Please Consider Giving Generously
Dear Friends,
Each December as the Meeting approaches the end of its fiscal year, we have the
opportunity and the obligation to review the financial commitments that we made individually and
collectively a year ago when we adopted the annual budget and planned our year of service,
activities, learning, worship, and stewardship of our property.
In this year of continuing change and uncertainty, we particularly want to thank Friends for
their support. Friends have given very generously throughout the year. Again, this year we have
reached 75% of our budgeted contributions by the end of October, which marks completion of
83% of the year. The many Friends who give throughout the year help the Meeting avoid cashflow problems throughout the year.
However, even with these generous gifts, we are running a current deficit. We still need to
receive about 25% of our contribution income during the last two months of the year.
We have budgeted to receive $98,600 in contributions from members and attenders. As of the
end of October, we had received about $74,000. Thus, to meet our budgeted amount we need
to receive over $24,000 in the last two months of the year. This means that in the coming
month each of us will need to consider carefully and prayerfully our own level of giving and our
ability to give generously to support our Meeting.
Some of us may not be able to give as much as we have in the past. Those of us who are
able may therefore need to give more than we might otherwise have given. As you know from our
discussions of the 2023 budget, we still face uncertain financial challenges. The value of our longterm investment decreased significantly in this year of economic turmoil.
Our hourly rental income is not as high as we had estimated in our budget. A task force is
now exploring possibilities of restoring that source of income in the future. We remember,
however, that our largest single source of revenue remains – as it always has been – our own
contributions.
Each year, Friends have been able to give enough to meet our expenses. On behalf of
Finance Committee, I thank each of you in advance for your careful consideration of your share
this year.
- Susan Hartman, AAFM Finance Committee
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MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Committee for Children and Families (CCF) offers
First Day School for children, in the Fireplace Room
during 11:00 am meeting for worship (10:00 am on 5th
Sundays), with crafts, storytelling and settling activities.

Membership and Outreach Committee (M&O) invites
newcomers and long-standing Friends for ‘Curious
About Quakers?’, Wednesday, December 7 & 21, 7:00
– 8:00 pm, Meetingroom. Bring your questions. Enjoy
conversation with Friends, learn about faith and practice
and more.

Playground "Worship" Group is on hiatus in
December. Questions? Contact Karen Connor 734-7176353, karenc456@gmail.com.

M&C Reopening Committee will meet on Wednesday,
December 7, 7:00 pm via Zoom. All those with
suggestions or concerns are encouraged to join us or
contact co-conveners of Committee on Ministry and
Counsel (M&C), Naomi Gilbert (naomig@umich.edu)
and Sheila Johnson (shejohnson49@gmail.com).

LEYM Query 2022: Committee on Ministry and
Counsel (M&C) will host a session (blended format – inperson and via Zoom) on Sunday, December 4, 12:45 –
2:00 pm to consider this year’s query from LEYM. Each
year LEYM’s Ministry and Nurture Committee prepares
a set of queries and readings for the consideration of
meetings. The Ministry and Nurture Committee invites
each meeting to consider the queries and to develop a
written response that describes the insights arrived at
during its consideration. This year’s LEYM Query is as
follows.
● In what ways has our Meeting been affected by the
turmoil of the world around us?
● How might I use my own gifts from Spirit in
responding to these new realities?
Friends may recharge with substantial snacks after the
11:00 am worship and then return to the Meetingroom.
Childcare is available. Details about the LEYM query is
also available at: https://leym.org/leym-advices-queries.
Membership and Outreach (M&O) invites all for
Meeting for Walking each Monday, 2:00 – 3:00 pm.
During the month of December, we will be walking in
Scio Woods Preserve. The entrance to the park is on the
north side of Scio Church Road, just west of Wagner
Road. There is a large green and yellow sign saying,

Membership and Outreach (M&O) will meet on
Thursday, December 8, 6:30 pm, Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81870214329 | Meeting ID:
818 7021 4329. Any Friend led to participate is welcome
to attend the committee meeting.
Sanctuary Committee hosts Birthday Open House for
Mohamed, Saturday, December 10, 3:00 – 4:30 pm,
Fellowship Room, and would love to have you join a
joyous and care-filled gathering to celebrate our
Sanctuary guest, Mohamed Soumah, marking both his
birthday and the renewal of his life through the kidney
transplant he received on September 4. Please wear a
mask to protect Mohamed’s weakened immune system
and each other. There will be cupcakes for you to take
home! Gifts of cash for Mohamed to give to his family
are welcome if you feel so led.
Refreshments and Potluck Committee plans to have
regular refreshments rather than a full potluck on the
fourth Sunday of this month (December 25).
SAVE THE DATE

Peace and Social Concerns Committee hosts “Social
Action in Ann Arbor Friends Meeting”, Sunday, January
29, 11:45 am - 1:15 pm following the 10:00 am worship
on this 5th Sunday. Come to hear from some of the
Friends cultivating the ground and planting seeds for
social repair and healing of our relationships with each
other and our shared home.
Communications & Website: Friends can opt out of
having their name, or contact information, or image
being
published
in
the
Meeting’s
external
communications (handout, newsletter, website etc.). To
opt
out,
please
send
email
to
commcood@annarborfriends.org with the communications
(weekly handout, monthly newsletter, website etc.) and
the selective information (name, phone, email, photo
etc.) you want to opt out.

“Washtenaw County Natural Areas Preservation
Program”. Then in small letters underneath it says, “Scio
Woods Preserve”. Scio Woods will be our last woodland
walking location for this calendar year. If you have
questions or need a ride, contact Naomi Gilbert,
naomig@umich.edu,
or
Thomas
Taylor,
tftaylor37@comcast.net.

Hardship: Our Meeting has funds for people connected
with the Meeting who are encountering hardship. If you
know of anyone who is (including yourself), please
contact the clerks (clerks@annarborfriends.org). If
Friends get sick or otherwise need help, they are
encouraged to reach out to the Meeting’s Care and
Visitation
Committee
through
Nancy
Taylor
(netaylor@comcast.net) or the clerks.
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AMONG FRIENDS
Claire Bates, Young Adult Friend and member of our
Meeting, will be bringing folk together for a concert
gathering. She will share Songs of Love – for the Spirit
of the Season, in-person, at the Meetinghouse, on
Tuesday, December 20, from 7:30 – 9:00 pm. All
welcome; donate as able. She welcomes friends and
Friends and can't wait to hear all the lovely voices.
Contact Claire (clairebatesmusic@gmail.com) for more
information or visit https://clairebatesmusic.com. Two
other opportunities to hear Claire are on Wednesday,
December 21, 7:00 – 8:30 pm at Argus Packard Café
and Thursday, December 22, 7:30 – 9:00 pm at
Articipate, Berkeley, MI.
Megan Mueller Johnson and Claire Tinkerhess invite
Friends for Winter Solstice Evening Worship,
Wednesday, December 21, 7:00 pm, Meetingroom (inperson only). Contact Megan or Claire if you need
childcare.
Johanna Jackson, Young Adult Friend and former
attender of our Meeting, has published two articles
through Friends Journal.
Beyond Politeness challenges Friends to acknowledge
the conflict avoidance often found in Quaker spaces. It
suggests ways to transform pain through community
care
(https://www.friendsjournal.org/beyondpoliteness). The second article, It's Not a Luxury,
describes how several artists transformed grief into
beauty
during
the
pandemic’s
first
year
(https://www.friendsjournal.org/its-not-a-luxury-eightquaker-artists-on-the-healing-power-of-art).
John Deikis, on behalf of Michigan AFSC (American
Friends Service Committee), informs Friends with
heaviness that Danny Jones, Program Coordinator with
the Michigan Criminal Justice Program of AFSC was
shot and killed in an apparently random attack in
November. Danny was an important part of the program
for several years and was very well known in local
circles. He lit up the space with his graciousness and
presence. Danny will be missed deeply by his family,
colleagues and his broader community. Please hold the
Michigan AFSC staff in the Light as they grieve and
process this tragedy.
Phil Volk and Bill Riccobono will facilitate a ‘Bible
Hour’, Thursdays, 9:30 am for “an open discussion on
various Bible verses” to “discuss [the Bible] with other
Quakers”. (Zoom: us02web.zoom.us/j/87284937438 |
Meeting ID 872 8493 7438).
LARGER CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Pendle Hill
Pendle Hill First Monday Lecture, Monday, December
5, 7:30 – 9:00 pm, with Valerie Brown, exploring themes
from her new book from Broadleaf Press, Hope Leans
Forward: Braving Your Way Toward Simplicity,
Awakening, and Peace. Free to the public. Registration
required. Details at https://pendlehill.org/events/hope-

leans-forward-braving-your-way-toward-simplicityawakening-and-peace.
Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW)
Eco-Spirituality
Meets
Eco-Justice, Tuesday,
December 6, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, online/virtual. “Let’s talk
about ecospirituality and what it means in these
pandemic times of climate crisis, economic inequality,
threatened democracy, and structural racism. How do
we live in right relationship with each other and the Living
world? How could our work for justice be impacted by an
increasing sense of our own sacred nature?” Register at
https://secure.quakerearthcare.org/civicrm/event/info.
COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
Ann Arbor 2030 District‘s Houses of Worship (HoW)
Green Team offers an online meeting, Wednesday,
December 7, 12:00 – 1:00 pm, to discuss the impact of
the recently passed legislation on decarbonization of
houses of worship and nonprofit buildings. The 20-year
climate millage passed on the November 8 ballot, with
voting 37,451 (yes) to 15,244 (no). Missy Stults, PhD,
Sustainability and Innovations Director, City of Ann
Arbor, will speak and answer questions. Roundtable
discussion on recent plans to increase energy efficiency
improvements moderated by Murray Rosenthal. Qs. to
Murray at scibridge0@gmail.com or 734-864-6750.
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ann-arbor2030-district-how-green-team-december-meetingtickets-470846012097.
Amnesty International USA has launched its annual
Write for Rights campaign to mark Human Rights Day
on Saturday, December 10. Write a Letter, Change a
Life: Hundreds of thousands of people around the world
send letters and sign online petitions as part of Write for
Rights. These messages help convince government
officials to: release people who have been imprisoned
solely for who they are or what they believe; support
human rights defenders; stop torture; commute death
sentences; and end other human rights abuses. Over
the years faith-based leaders and groups have made an
incredible impact during Write for Rights by mobilizing
their communities to take action on behalf of those most
in need of our support, and raising awareness about the
importance and value of human rights around the world.
This year's Write for Rights Campaign is November 14,
2022 to January 31, 2023. Join to write at
https://write.amnestyusa.org. Qs? w4r@aiusa.org.
United Way of Washtenaw County announces the
Washtenaw County 21-Day Equity Challenge,
Monday, January 9 – Sunday, January 29 to commit to
deepening your understanding of and willingness to
confront racism for 21 consecutive days. Those who sign
up for the challenge, will receive an email "prompt" with
readings, videos, and/or podcasts. Participants are
encouraged to take about 10-15 minutes each day with
the material. Free and open to all. Details and sign up at
https://www.uwwashtenaw.org/21-day-equitychallenge.
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White Antiracist Spirituality: Grounding Ourselves
in the Historical Legacy, Thursdays, 9:00 pm (January
5, 12, 19, 26) with Lynn Burnett. Looking to deepen your
White antiracist practice? Start your new year off with a
month of inspiration and grounding, by exploring
powerful examples of White antiracist spirituality in U.S.
history. During the month of January, we’ll meet each
week to explore deeply embodied, lived examples of
White antiracist spirituality and philosophy. January 5:
Quaker abolitionist tradition; January 12: Jewish
antiracist tradition; January 19: martyrs of Unitarian
Universalism; January 26: interracial Christian
communes in the Deep South, and radical Christianity in
the urban North during the civil rights and Black Power
eras. Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/whiteantiracist-spirituality-grounding-ourselves-in-thehistorical-legacy-tickets-475724824757.
More
information
is
available
at
https://crossculturalsolidarity.com and https://burnettlynn.medium.com/white-antiracist-history-whiteantiracist-mobilization-the-vision-statement-for-thewhite-1a6ff4f86d43.
SPECIAL ANNOUNCMENTS
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)
completed their 2022 Public Policy Institute and 74th
Annual General Committee Governance Meeting —
and first hybrid meeting — in November. We were joined
by 151 people in Washington and 384 people online.
Many F/friends from around the country were trained in
FCNL’s lobbying format and were scheduled to make inperson or Zoom lobbying visits to their senators and
congressional representatives. This is always a
profound experience in that may legislators are well
familiar with FCNL, respect its integrity, and are
interested in what our citizen lobbyists have to say.
Michigan was represented by folks from St. Joe,
Lansing, East Lansing, Kalamazoo, Ann Arbor area,
Birmingham and Marquette. In total, F/friends made 160
lobby visits in one afternoon! In the background, our
Washtenaw County Advocacy Team met at the same
time to plan further contacts with our local legislators on
the war in Yemen and U.S. complicity in Saudi atrocities.
FCNL recognized two members of Congress for their
leadership: Sen. Tim Kaine (VA) for his bipartisan efforts
to reel in Congressional war powers from the Executive
Branch, and Sen. Lisa Murkowski (AK) for her work with
tribal nations responding to the crisis of missing and
murdered indigenous people.
With a determined eye toward the world we seek, the
General Committee reached unity on new legislative
priorities to guide FCNL’s advocacy in the 118th
Congress (2023-2024) and began a process of listening
to divine guidance around policies related to
reproductive health care, including abortion. Friends
interested in participating more actively with FCNL are
welcome to contact John Deikis (info in the Meeting
Directory).
– John Deikis, FCNL rep for LEYM

Dear Friends,
With the support of young adult friends and many
others, Laura and Ben will be holding a holiday gettogether for the Meeting (all ages welcome) at their
home Sunday, December 18, 2:00 – 5:00 pm. Come
when you can for as long as you like. There will be food,
conversation, Christmas carols, a White elephant gift
exchange, an opportunity to swim, and more.
Address: 1366 North Huron River Drive, Ypsilanti,
Michigan (about 1/4 mile east of St. Joe's Hospital).
Parking: Driveway can hold 8-10 cars, and parking is
available across the street. We are also on bus route 3
(Stop at Superior and N Huron River Drive -- Ozone
House).
What to bring:
Food contributions are welcome, particularly food
that is easy to serve. (Don't worry if you can't bring
food. There will be plenty.)
Bathing Suit (if you want to swim). We will have
plenty of towels.
White elephant gift to exchange. No gifts should be
purchased for this event. Gifts should be familyfriendly objects from around your home, garage,
craft project, or wherever. They should be wrapped.
(Please still participate if you can't bring a gift.
There will be plenty of extras.) Rules for choosing
a wrapped present will be announced at the party.
Other activities may also emerge in the course of
this event (make-an-ornament? games?).
We are asking that people come only if they have been
fully vaccinated. Masks are welcome.
Please RSVP to Laura by text or phone call (512-6265927 or 734-879-1728; it's fine to leave a message) or
by email (leinl@umich.edu). It will help us plan.
With best wishes – Laura Lein and Ben Kuipers

QUERY OF THE MONTH
Query on EARTHCARE
Does our relationship to the local and global
environment demonstrate our appreciation of the
essential oneness of all creation?
Do we walk gently over the world? Do we live simply,
mindful of our human responsibility to share the
planet’s resources with other living things?
Are we careful to spend and invest our time and
money in ways that avoid depleting the Earth, but
rather restore and sustain it?
Are we working with our community, including
children, to cherish and protect the intricate web of
life?
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RUMBLINGS: A SPECIAL FEATURE
Ed.: This month ‘Rumblings’ brings you a message from
Hernan Drobny, member of our Meeting.
MIGRANT SHELTER
On Thursday, the 10th of November I participated in
making a presentation to the mayor and other officials of
the city of Celaya, a major crossroad of trains in the
center of Mexico. This means it is a main migrant route
for those migrants coming from South and Central
America going to the US border, as well as a few
heading back after giving up the hope of entering the US.
This presentation was requesting the city donate an
abandoned school to create a Cultural Center for Human
Rights in Celaya.
Albergue ABBA (ABBA shelter) has been providing
shelter and support for migrants passing through this
main corridor for migrants heading towards the U.S.
border for 7 years. During this period more than 80,000
people have been welcomed. We also have become the
only shelter in Mexico that is specialized in care for those
migrants injured from falling from La Bestia (the beast),
the freight train they hitch a ride on, and losing arms and
legs. These migrants have their surgeries, obtain
prostheses and get physical therapy. Some chose to
obtain asylum in Mexico and we support them in this
process. We offer musical training, basic education,
medical help, all with dignity.

clean clothes, a hot dinner, a place to sleep, new shoes
and backpack, and breakfast. So having 70-80 people to
house in the center each night is a major challenge.
We are embarking on an ambitious project to develop
the Centro Cultural de Derechos Humanos in Celaya.
This is intended to provide long term shelter for migrants
and other vulnerable individuals. We plan on developing
workshops for skills training, develop further musical
training, basic education, provide psychological and
medical support. We want to assist their reintegration
into their new home as productive individuals. We
envision a “green” (as possible) center, with gardens and
workshops. I can go on and on, as I am exited about the
prospects. We have been receiving support from the
UNHCR (United Nations High Commission for
Refugees) and International Red Cross for our work, and
they pledge to support the development of the new
center as well.
I am a member of the board of directors of Albergue
ABBA (https://www.abbahousecelaya.com) in Celaya,
Guanajuato, Mexico and the board of the Latin
American
Relief
Fund
–
LARF
(https://latinamericanrelieffund.org) which is a major
supporter of the albergue, and raised the capital to
purchase the current shelter. We appreciate the
contributions Ann Arbor Friends Meeting has made to
LARF. It is a 501 (c) (3) organization, meaning your
donations are tax deductible. We will embark on a capital
campaign once the land for the center is assured.

Meeting with Mayor of Celaya
(Photo courtesy H. Drobny)

Pastor Ignacio Martinez and Hernan Drobny
(Photo courtesy H. Drobny)
Currently the Albergue ABBA is a safe house for
migrants providing an oasis in the difficult track of
thousands of miles for these people who feel forced to
leave their homes. There are also around 30 long term
residents (around 16 amputees, 12 seeking legal refuge,
a couple of homeless or mentally disturbed). We have
40-50 migrants coming through in transit each day,
leaving a day after arrival after getting a hot shower,

In the meeting with the mayor, I represented LARF. In
the photo of the meeting you see representatives from
the UNHCR, a state of Guanajuato official, the local
director of human rights for Celaya, a city council
member, a professor from the University of Guanajuato
all supporting the petition for the land donation with the
mayor and his chief of staff present. In the other photo
you see the confident director of the ABBA shelter, my
friend Ignacio Martinez and me.
I am pleased that the mayor, starting from a skeptical
position, was snowed by the breadth and power of the
arguments from all the supporters. He told us at the end
of our meeting that he is behind the project and, “I will
make this happen!”
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ANN ARBOR FRIENDS MEETING: MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS
Pages 7 – 24 redacted from web version of newsletter.
Contact Communications Coordinator (commcood@annarborfriends.org) to subscribe to the full
version via our montahly email list.
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